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CHAPLET Homeschool Conference

by Parishioner Kelly Mantoan

()n April 25th, homeschoolers from across New Jersey and the tri-state area converged on Mater Ecclesia for CHAPLET's 10th annual
homeschool conference. Featuring a wide range of vendors and four speakers, the event tried to represent the many facets of Catholic
homeschooling.

Mater plays host every year and Mater families contribute a large amount of the time and effort to make the event possible. This makes
sense when you realize the percentage of families at Mater that homeschool. It is safe to assume more famlies at Mater homeschool than those that
do not. While the motivation behind homescholing varies from family to family, the result is a supportive network of parents and
homeschool-friendly community at the parish.

The young ladies of Blessed Imelda staffed the food service area again this vear, after taking a break last year. Parishioner Lillian Barakat
spearheaded the effort in the kitchen, winning praise from featured conference speaker Maureen Wittmann, author of 'For the Love of Literature'.
"Please extend my thanks to all of your volunteers," said Wittmann. "Everything went so smoothly! And I have to say. the chicken Caesar salad for
lunch and the hoagie to take for the ride to the airport were great. A job well done and you all deserve many kudos!"

Tracey McCardel and the Pro-Life apostolate chipped in as well behind the scenes with all money raised from food sales going to help Mater and it's
many aclivities.

Holy Family Academy was represented at two tables and displayed student work, curriculum and chatted with attendees in an effort to
bring on board new members to the fledgling homeschool co-op.

"It was a wonderful opportunity to connect with families and fellow vendors,' said Kori Rotundi, HFA family member. "Very well run and
efficient."

Other Mater Ecclesiae members displayed their wares; My Mary Dolls and Blessed Imelda Veils shared a table for another vear, and Arx
Publishing reported a busy day. Despite the conference's small size and the nation's economic downturn, many vendors reported good sales and
constant activity, especially between and around key speakers Wittmann and Danielle Bean, Catholic author of the new book 'Mom to Mom, Day to
Day: Advice and Support for Catholic Living' and Senior Editor of Faith and Family magazine.

Wittmann used her new book as the backbone for a talk on using literature to help teach in all subject areas, while Bean spoke on banishing
burnout and finding joy in family life. "I am so glad I went to NJI." Bean said following the conference. "I met so many wonderful people and put
faces to so many online relationships -- it was a great experience."

Other vendors included regulars Seton Home Study School, Math U See and Bethlehem Books, as well a first time vendors Making Music
Praying Twice, Hum Along Productions and Family Cloister Learning Center. Kolbe Academy provided the days first speaker Timothy Ferris, who
spoke on classical education. Scott Woodruff from the Home School Legal Defense Association spoke on homeschooling in New Jersey and took
many questions during his talk, and through out the day at HSLDA's table. All the talks were recorded and will be available for purchase on CD or
as audio downloads. To order or get information for next years conference, visit CHAPLET's website at www.chaplet.org. Mater will host the 11th

annual event on April 10, 2010 and Laura Berquist, author of 'Designing Your Own Classical Curriculum' is the scheduled headline speaker.
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